
HOT NEWS   

  

LATEST NEWS

BR authorities investigating

suspicious fire

17 June 2011

Local students win art contest,

to have work shown at

Governor's Mansion

17 June 2011

NOFD Working a 3-Alarm Fire

17 June 2011

Coalition Urges Louisiana Legislature To Override
Jindal's Cigarette Tax Veto

Written by Bayoubuzz StaffTuesday, 14 June 2011 09:09

The Better Choices For A Better Louisiana

Coalition are urging the Louisiana legislature to

override a veto lodged by Governor Bobby Jindal

over the issue of the cigarette tax extension

passed by the Legislature during the current

session.

Here is the statement by the Coalition:

Calling Governor Bobby Jindal’s veto of a tobacco tax renewal irresponsible and

indefensible, the Better Choices for a Better Louisiana Coalition today urged lawmakers

to stand up to the governor and override the veto.

Saying that the governor’s decision places political ideology above the health of the people

and the fiscal stability of the state, the coalition stressed reasons why House Bill 591 by

Rep. Harold Ritchie (D-Bogalusa) should stand.

The four-cent tax on a pack of cigarettes has been on the books since 2000, and generates

about $12 million a year, dedicated to providing health care services. The revenue is used

to trigger even more money as matches for federal funds.
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At just 36 cents per pack,

Louisiana already has one of the

lowest tobacco taxes in the

nation; reducing it by four cents

has economists and health care

experts scratching their heads

about the wisdom of Gov.

Jindal’s veto.

“Vetoing this bill is one of the

worst choices a leader can

possibly make,” said Eddie

Ashworth, director of the

Louisiana Budget Project and a

founding member of the Better

Choices for a Better Louisiana Coalition. “It is bad policy for the health of the state, and it

is bad fiscal policy to reduce revenues when the state is already facing a budget crisis.”

Louisiana Federation of Teachers President Steve Monaghan, also a founding Coalition

member, said the governor’s decision directly contradicts the wishes of the people of the

state.

“The people understand that Louisiana has one of the worst health care records in the

nation,” Monaghan said, “and they believe that taxing cigarettes is one way to discourage

smoking and to help pay for the damage caused by addition to tobacco.”

Monaghan pointed out that in a recent survey by the LSU Manship School of Mass

Communication, 68.2 percent of the people believe that cigarette taxes should actually be

increased.

“We understand that Gov. Jindal has drawn a line in the sand with his no new taxes

pledge,” Monaghan said. But on one side of this line are cheaper cigarettes, addiction,

cancer and death. On the other side is better health. There ought to be no political

downside for the governor to allow the extension of this existing tax.”

Ashworth added, “We believe the legislature made a poor choice when it refused to raise

cigarette taxes. But turning back the clock to reduce taxes on a dangerous product is even

worse. It will both harm the health of our people and create more instability in our budget.

Coalition partner Melissa Flournoy, president of Progress Louisiana, urged lawmakers to

stand up to the governor.

“The legislature should be commended for their leadership in passing the renewal of
the cigarette tax,” Flournoy said. “They should stick to their votes and override a veto.”

Better Choices for a Better Louisiana —a broad coalition of organizations representing

more than a half-million people in the state—advocates for a balanced, transparent

approach to solving Louisiana’s fiscal crisis rather than relying solely on short-sighted cuts

to services needed by working families. The coalition believes the state cannot sustain

another deep budget cut before risking serious, long-term damage to the state and its

people.

Here is a list of BCLB coalition members:

A Community Voice, AARP Louisiana, Agenda for Children, American Data
Corporation, American Federation of State County and Municipal Employees, Bayou
Interfaith Shared Community Organizing, Caddo Federation of Teachers, Children's
Coalition of Greater Baton Rouge, Children's Defense Fund, Connecting the Dots,
LLC, EBR Federation of Teachers, Education NOW!, Franklin Industries, Global
Green, Greater Baton Rouge AFL-CIO, Interfaith Works, Jefferson Federation of
Teachers, La AFL-CIO, La Federation of Teachers, LA Maternal and Child Health
Coalition, Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations, Louisiana Budget Project,
Louisiana Consumer Healthcare Coalition, Louisiana Delta Service Corps, Louisiana
NAACP, Louisiana Primary Care Association, Louisiana Progress, NASW LA,
National Alliance on Mental Illness, LA, National Alliance on Mental Illness, St.
Tammany, New Orleans Outreach, One Voice, PICO Louisiana, Professional
Firefighters Association of Louisiana, Puentes New Orleans, Richland Federation of
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Teachers, SEIU Local 21 LA, Southern Research and Development Corporation,
Southwest Louisiana Independence Center, Inc, St. Martin Federation of Teachers
and Support Personnel, Webster Federation of Teachers

Tell us below on the Facebook wall how you feel about this issue.  Post your comment

which will appear on your Facebook wall.
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Brad Orman · Colorado State University–Pueblo

This is all so dumb! Voting down any tax renewal will only make the state cut jobs,
raise college tuition, close state facilities and injure our health programs. Cutting
taxes doesn't create jobs! (George Bush made huge tax cuts and look where we
are.) Those who forget history are doomed to repeat it.
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Eve Nations

I agree Brad...Cigarettes need to be taxed...
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Hunter Knight · Owner at Murphy Bateman Building Supplies

Would imported cigars be exempt?
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Shirley Butler

I find this theory about taxing cigarettes will save Louisiana! Come on NOW, the
reality of the taxing in Louisiana is only for those who are really not thinking.
Louisiana has so many chemical companies that is causing the health problems
status! Why aren't the state of Louisiana taxing the real reason why "Health
Problems in Louisiana". Because they don't want to touch the companies.The real
cause is by the chemical companies? Everyday, the people of Louisiana wake-up
too some kind of respiration problem, coughing, running noses, wheezing,
squeezing, rashes on the body, watery and burning eyes. The dermotology
doctors are making so much money in Louisiana. What is dumb, the people of
Louisiana thinks taxing ciagarettes will save Louisiana!

Like · Reply · Subscribe · Tuesday at 15:11

Brad Orman · Colorado State University–Pueblo

...Shirley, You are right that the cigarette tax won't cure the problem,
but when you don't have enough money to pay the bills why cut this
or any tax?
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